December 2017
Merry Christmas from the Augustana District!

Over the last months, we have lifted up creative ways that congregations, leaders and pastors have
done what is necessary to serve the Gospel. As we prepare for Christmas, it strikes me that we
should not be surprised about the common and ordinary ways in which creative callings happen in
the church. When God creatively called and sent his Son into this world, it was nothing flashy. In
fact, it was quite common and ordinary. And even when Christ comes again in all glory, the common
and ordinary remains. We recently heard this proclaimed on Christ the King Sunday. “When the
Son of Man comes in all his glory, and all the angels with him, then he will sit on his glorious throne.
Before him will be gathered all the nations, and he will separate people one from another as a shepherd separates the sheep from the goats.” (Matthew 25:31-32) Here we see how the living Christ
appears in “the least of these.” Jesus Christ is hidden behind the face of a person in need. This is
simply the truth of how Christ comes among us. Whether this is a comforting or a disturbing truth
is a different matter. But the fact that Christ comes among us in the least of these, in the neighbor,
beneath the face of someone in need should not really surprise us. When he first came to this earth,
he was laid in a manger in Bethlehem. This was the sign of how our Lord would appear to us. He
comes in the ordinary and through the most common of people, namely Mary and Joseph.
A “Creative Calling” in your particular ministry setting need not be flashy in order to be creative.
Let’s always remember that faithfulness is connected to how it serves the gospel, not how many it
serves. As we all ponder the future of the church, we often see smallness, commonness or ordinariness as obstacles. What if it is just the opposite? What if that is part of the creative way God is
calling us to be His church?
I am reminded of an article Walter Wangerin once wrote called Edification: Demolition. It is worth
your time to read. At the end of the piece, he asks some pointed questions and makes some direct
points that both servants of Christ and churches of Christ would do well to ponder. I offer it as a reflection of what “creative callings” look like.
“But how can I serve the Lord? I am so unimportant. What I do is common and of little consequence. Anyone can do what I do. But I say to you: Every time you meet another human being
you have the opportunity. It is a chance at holiness. For you will do one of two things. Either
you will build him up or tear him down. Either you will acknowledge that she is, or you will
make her sorry that she is – sorry, at least that she is there in front of you. You will create, or
you will destroy. And the things you dignify or deny are God’s own property. They are made,
each of them, in his image. And I say to you:

There are no useless, minor meetings. There are no dead-end jobs. There are no pointless
lives. Swallow your sorrows, forget your grievances and all the hurt your poor life has sustained. Turn your face truly to the human before you and let her, for one pure moment,
shine. Think him important, and then he will suspect that he is fashioned of God.”
What if we translated this way of viewing another person to our own congregations and to other
neighboring ones before us? For the sake of the Gospel of Jesus Christ, I am confident that we
could get quite creative in our service together. But beyond a creative thing to do, what a faithful
way to be!

The Board of World Missions thanks all who have
given and will give end of the year gifts to meet
the important needs of the 54 evangelists in our
Ethiopian partnership.

In Christ,
Pastor Randy Freund
Augustana District Service Coordinator

Your prayers are coveted for the delegation that
will be visiting these partners in Ethiopia January
15-26. This will be a time to evaluate and celebrate
four years of a marvelous partnership.

For a child has been born for us, a son given to us; authority rests
upon his shoulders; and he is named Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God,
Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. Isaiah 9:6

AUGUSTANA DISTRICT THEOLOGICAL CONFERENCE 2018 ~ Register Now!
“Lutheran Pastors for Changing Times”
Monday, February 5 - Tuesday, February 6, 2018
This coming year’s event will be held at the Sioux Falls Seminary, 2100 Summit Ave., Sioux Falls, SD.
A block of rooms have been set aside at the ClubHouse Hotel and Suites 2320 S. Louise Ave.
Call 866-534-8700 and refer to the Augustana District to receive the blocked room rate of $119/night
Block rooms not booked by January 4, 2018 will be released.
You can download a copy from this email and registration is available on the website for those
wishing to use a debit or credit card!
AUGUSTANA DISTRICT CONFIRMATION RETREAT 2018 “Martin Luther”
Friday, March 2 - Sunday, March 4
Luther Crest in Alexandria, MN
Registration information will be out soon!
AUGUSTANA DISTRICT CONVENTION 2018
Saturday, May 5, 2018
Faith Lutheran Church in Hutchinson, MN
AUGUSTANA DISTRICT WOW (Women of the Word) ANNUAL GATHERING
Saturday, September 15, 2018
Peace Lutheran Church, Watertown, MN
Go to the Augustana District Website or Facebook page for registration information on these events
as it becomes available. You can sign-up for regular e-mails from the AD by sending an e-mail to:
office@augustanadistrict.org and requesting to be included.
Please remind your church council to prayerfully consider their financial support of the A.D. for 2018
fiscal year. Then have them fill out the pledge card that was mailed out last month and return it to the
office at: Faith Lutheran Church ~ 335 Main St. S. ~ Hutchinson, MN 55350. If they have misplaced or
did not receive a pledge card please contact the office for a new one or just mail/e-mail your commitment to the office. Thank you for faithfully supporting the AD through prayer and financial support.

